
The British General Election of 1918 in Ireland 
The 1918 General Election in Ireland was a revolution only surpassed in the South of 

Ireland by the Fianna Fáil collapse of 2011. In recent years a ‘debate’ has developed 

around the claim that  as Sinn Féin failed to gain a majority of votes cast it had no 

mandate to start a war. Of course, this is a spurious argument as it ignores the 25 

constituencies which returned a Sinn Féin candidate unopposed (not even by a nutty 

independent).  It might be argued that some or all of these had a sizeable Unionist vote 

but none of these constituencies had returned a unionist since the Parnell Revolution of 

1886 so this can be discounted. The 1918 election was a double landslide; the Ulster 

Unionist Party took 22 seats in the North and Sinn Féin took 73 seats in the south. The 

result informed British policy and the logic of partition was inescapable.  

The result also pointed to future trouble for Northern Ireland if it included Tyrone 

(which it did) and the first past the post system of election hides the very tight margins 

in some constituencies such as Londonderry City won by 315 votes by Eoin McNeill of 

Sinn Féin and Fermanagh North won by 532 votes for the Ulster Unionists by Edward 

Archdale. 

It is also worth examining the shatter zone between Unionism and Nationalism in the 

North East of Ireland and the easiest way to do this is to map the constituencies that 

Unionism contested in Ulster and the rest of Ireland.  As can be seen outside Ulster and 

the old Pale around Dublin there was no unionist Ireland 
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Constituencies where Irish and Ulster Unionists fielded a candidate 


